
,., 0 THEOCllOICCQLLECTQRS'·DOIDDIGEST0 

. VOIDIB 14. JDlll!R 165. PRICI ta.64, 



ri 
.. ........__ ........ ,-+,; • • 1-~ j 1-....1 

r' -; r t - l , · I _; ..._ . -:: ii 1 

BILL MARTIN VOBLD;::;;r:;,:;-~ l,, 

93 HILimDE : I.allX!f, 'lf.V.fo. - ~abi e~: ~DUI usm, 'U!IDal . -·-IS mtU. .. • • ~ I 
L-...---..,_ ..... IM.l:lial'ii..iiili=t..lllil.&ti::llili~il,,,lill"- --~.,....; :.......,.._f 

51 fh\m. Year 1919. £12 . b·',o t' 26 Gems: Year ,1927, .4 10 ci 
1
1, 

1 ~ 
I 52 0:- . Year 1m. ,£8.15 0 --- . -. .-- _,..._ _ _ ,... 
}----""'-·-~---; 46 Gems. Year (928, .~ o ·o I 

l 42 0- in Bo~ Vol\me, · "---·- , ,: lI 
I lmbarB 4,2 - 474; ~Year 1916/11. j 27 Geail, :rear ,.930. I:, 10 o •, 
l- ~~ -.. ·'- . \ . ,,. ; • 
f 'fhis 1D011th' e Bllaper B~e oon,. ! ~ , )lundle .__ . 2 -iaine J 
1 ~ 2 bound wrumes s.o.Le, ;J' llanele, Bop l'riends, ;11nir1• I 
! bo\md 1JrolW118 Boxing and. Libraries, lelBOlf Leeef Cb4,8,-

l1 lfreetling, bound volme Collect:- 1 Scouts, · UdiD8 Robin 116ode, I 
QrB 1 J>ieeete. 6_ llagneta, 8 a-, , llagnete, a.a, 2 Blmter llooks. 

f 4 Jelaal Leell, t:f 10 . 0 l 50 copies in ell , £4 . · f ;-- . __ ,,_ . . -1-- . --i 
! 1'5 copies at Coll ec tors• ! 10 bouPd wl~s <rillnlAte Mt . ! 
~t. llmb«rs 29 - 16'. £5 • Tbe.l>ia:l7 ot e. ~l!cbool- ' I 
I 'fom Mffr7 Boolr:e Bunter Boo!ts · bo:y, 10 :,ears to 19 ~· 
l Stel.ton a-n llandevilie ' Details md price ~ ~· 
i , ' . ! 
• Spring llooks at balf Publishers • 

"- Pri- ce. _____ __ ~-----------1' ,0<leml. Year 191J. 1£12 12 0 

Bound whme at C.S. Year t-~---·-·----.....,~ 
19111, t.51 0 O 120 Gems. Year 1912, ta ' 10 0 

20 J!aFeta, tear 192'. £10 0 011----------~ u:.------~---------~--~ ' ~·10 o 1, 10 Boye' J'riends. Green •tm. • ! 2~. ~· Year 19:9. .... 
All Doul>le lfalbers. £5 0 . 0 -



._ ......... The Callee tors· Digest ..... -
FOUNDED Ill 1947 by HmBIBT LECKl!NBY 

'"•M••• ,,.,.,,,.,.,,,.,.,.,,,.,, ,.,.,.,,, ,,,.,,.,,. . .,,,. ,,.,.,, .,,,., ,,,0,,00,•"•"''"' ' ~"" .... '""''" '"''"' "' ""''"''"' ' "'' '" '"""'""" ' .. '''''" ..... " '" '"'"""""HI .. H, ....................... ... 

Volume 14. Number 165. Price 1 s. 6d, 
""""'"' "'"""" '"""'" "''""''""""" '""'"-,H"'"'"""''"' '''"""' ''''"'"'""'""'"" """""'' ''"'"'"' '" '' '" ''""""'"'"''"'"'''"'"'" '"'"'"'"'"""'"" "'"""""" '"'" 

JY'Owt 

SEPTEMBl'R, 19(,() 

Editor : 
IBIC FAXNE 

Excels i or House , 
Grove Road, 

Surbi ton , Surrey, 

* • • * 

the EcfitoY's CftaiY' 
T't!E ANNUAL: With this issue we send you th e ord er form for t he 1960 
/innual, As all our readers naadily understand, the Annual is on 
elabora t e am costly product i on . It i s not possible f or us to prin t 
many nddi ti onal copies on th e offchance that t hey rnay be purchased 
by casual r enders aft e r publica t ion dat e . Then, is no immediate 
hurry for orders to be placed , but thos e who find it convenient to 
ord er ear l y will be helping us to plan ahead and t o space out our 
cl erical work. 

We f ee l sun, that a copy of t he /innual - a p~blicati on whic h i s 
probably unique through out the ent ir e world - is a naal MUST for 
every Digest r ead er. Once printing of th e work commences , i t will 
be imposs i ble fo r us to add t o t ho number . 

It i s unlik ely th at the fJlliUJ\L will pay for i t se lf. \ole are 
making no incnaase in th e basic char ge , which will be 12/6 as f or 
ooro yc:irs past . tJe do reques t , however, t hose reeders who receive 
th eir copies by pos t to in c, udc with th e ir order a small sum to 
cover cost of postage and packing. Such sums arc trifling t o tho 
individual, but th ey Clllke a great deal of diffenance in the aggregate . 
With your rupport in this way we can minimise any possib l e lo ss on 
th e producti on, 

This year, to avoid the heavy ruoh en th e Chri stmas mail s , it 
is hoped to dispatch th e Annual rather earlier than usual, That is, 
publication day will be brought forward about a week. 

li e ar e hoping that pl enty of r eade rs will supp ort us with 
advertisemen t s in the Annual. Sl:lall ads are accepted a t 2d . per 
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word , and an advert in the Annual will go on mrudng your announcme nt 
known fo r a very l one time. For th e J.nnual is pe=ncnt. I t i s neve r 
thrown away. Your 1i ttl e ads will be a big help t owards t he costs of 
thi s gigantic produc t ion , 

More about the Annual next month. 

REAL FRIENreHIP: What a wonderful , kindly, friendly l ot of peopl e are 
t he readers of the Digest am the IDEJilbers of our Clubs ! Only a day or 
two af t er th e publica ti on of our announcement l ast month concerning th e 
Museum of Chi l dhood in F.dinburgh, came a magnif'icent off er of a free 
gif t of sco r es of copies of Coll ect ors I Diges t . This was from Dr. 
McKim of Coxwold, Yor kshire . A spl endid ges ture - and our t hanks go 
out t o our warm-hear ted and genero un fri end. The MusOlllll now needs 
onl y abo ut thr ee dozen copies of th e very earli est issue of th e Digest. 
If th ese can be obtained , th e Digest will be compl e te in Fdinburgh. 

Many thank s to l arge numbers of r eader s who wrot e us wit h of f ers 
of copies to he l p t he Museum. Such loyal backing is a gran d am 
gl orious tonic. 

THE 11AGNFlr LIST: la st month we dre w read ers ' attenti on to the MAGNm' 
LIST, but inadvert ent .ly we desc rib ed i t as a "small bookl et ". Actu,. lly 
th e production , in i t s bright orange cover, measures 8" x HJ", and i t 
contains the ti tl es of every Magnet ever published , year by year. In 
additi on, it li s ts al l t he number s vhich wer e r epr in ted in t he S.O .L. 
and in the Holi day Annual . It is an invaluab l e referenc e wor k for 
everybody. Copies aro still availab l e at 2/- .J2!E!. th e cost of postage 
and packing . Reques t s for copies , with remittances , should be sen t to 
Mr. Ben White r, 36 Newcourt House, Pott Stree t, Bethna l Green , London, 
E.2. 

In ccncl us ion, ne w readers may be pleased to know tha t one or 
two copies of Coll ectors ' Digest Who' s Who for 1960 are stil l avai l able 
at t he Dige s t Offic e , price 2/6d . 

THE EDI'fOR. 

* • • • * • * • • • * • • * • * • • * • • * * • 
BOUND VOLUMES; Comics for sale . J ester 1900 , Rainbows , Tiger Tims, 
Bubbl es , Puck, Funny Wonder, etc. 
Apply ."· ....... o • . G. LOFTS, •. 56 SHFl\INGH/iM HOUSEl .• LCITTJOri, . N.V.1 . ···--- ··-· - -··· 
WANTED: C.D. Annual 1959. C. D. Numbers 147 - 154. S!at e Price. 
S. G. SWAN, 51 BEATTY AVE?roE, VI~RIA PARK EST, WESTERN AUSTRliLIA. 
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A SCHOOL JIEXT DOOR 
By Andrew 1an@llan 

The new feature, "Gems of llamiltonimia " strikes me as one of 
the brightes t end happies t i deas to cane to that hotbed of new ideas, 
our Collectors • Digest, The clever, pi thy little pieces to be fow,d 
in Mr. Hamilt on' s work over the years r.1Ust be almost limitless , end 
it i s , perhaps , remarkable that this should be so where school sto rie s 
are concerned, Few school story writers seem capabl e of these delic
ious little tit-bi ts which tickl e th e palat e so much, but t hey ere to 
be found occasionally in other literature of this type , Wodehouse , in 
his school stories , had a facetious strain which could be very ente r
taining, Hylton Clo11vor was also a man wit h brigh t t hought s which he 
often expressed well , 

The following short extract canes f:rom th o opening of Warren 
Bell ' s story "Takillg a Trench", and it has always struck me as being 
deliciously amusing. If it does not strike ycu in t he same way, it 
may mean that our senses of humour differ , Or, possibly , t hat you 
li vo near a school - and find the si tc of you abode as a..~hing but 
funny, 

"Peopl e who live next door to a school may be said t o be in the 
anti - abl at ive case, because th ey don't like living !Uc a schoo l, th ey 
don I t like living with a school and they don•~ like things, such as 
brickb ats, old tennis balls, and broken racquets , which find their way 
over the wall !!llJa n school. Major Mackaboys was a case in point. He 
had lived next door to Grcyhouse for many years , and had always been 
at wnr with it. For one thing, t he school had all that time been 
wanting to buy up t he Major' s plac e and absorb it, \rut th e Major 
wouldn't li s ten to such a suggestion. It had been his father's, his 
grandfa ther' s, and his great-grandfather ' s before him, and he i:r.nounced 
his intention of living and dying th ere . The school had pl enty of 
evidence of his living th ere, but it seemed to them that he was a 
considerab le time in coming to the latter pert of his declared 
programme." 

In that brief par I feol that Warren really r ang th e bell . 
Heavens! I 111USt ring off - I'm being facetious , too ! 

EDITOR'S NOTE: One of Warren Bell ' s s torie s , "Si:r Billy of Greyhouse" 
was s erialised in th e 'Gem' in blu e cover days , 
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JOHN NIX PEllTELOil - EDITOR OF ' CRICKEr' 
By il, 0 1 G. LOF'l'S 

In view of Don Webste r• s recent statemen t that John Nix Pen tel ow 
was never editor of 'Crick ete r•, I will, in t he interests of accuracy , 
give the . facts of th e cas e for 1he benefit, not only of Mr. Pentelm•s 
admirers , but of cricket enthusiasts in the C.D. Circl e . 

Don is in fact quite correct; and t here seems to have been some 
confusion be tween two dif ferent publications. For the rec ord ' Crick et' 
started in 1882 and ran until 1913 - whm it was reproduced egain in n 
new fonnat entitled "World of Cricket" which unfortuna t ely ren for 
only 23 issues. Mr. Pentcl ow was editor and proprietor of t he above 
papers from January 1912 onwards. At some later date, the famous 
cricketer of England and Lancashire, A. C. McLaren (who holds the re
cord individual score of 424 in county cricket) joined Mr. Pentelow as 
j oin t editor, but I am t old on good authority, that it was only his 
name thnt was used, ns a sort of boost for circulation , and t hat J ohn 
Pent elow wrote near ly all tho mat erial . This inf ormation was given to 
ce by the late A. c. McLaren ' s y01m1,1>r brotil er. 

'Cricketer• did .1ot start until April 1921 when it was edited by 
P. F . Werner th e famous England and !'iiddlesex Captain and is obviousl y 
the bett er kno,n of tho two publications. In c l osing I would lik e to 
quote a short erlrect taken from tile cric keter s bible ''Wisden I s 
Cricketer ' s Aimanack" 1932 :-

"John Nix Pcntelow - a groat 1.1uthori ty and a prolific 
writ er on tho game, died at Carshnlton Beeches, Surr ey , 
on July 5th , 1931, aged 59 years. He was n f'requent 
contri butor to ' Cricket• of whie.h he was editor and 
proprietor from J nnun:ry 1912 . He was born at St . I ves, 
!runts, on March 26th , 1872," 

• * * * * • • * • * • • • • • • • * • * • • • • 
FOR SALE: ChllllS Annual 1903 - 4. What offe r s? WAJITID: Cbnmpions 
T:'"26. BFLs & SOLs. --

s . .. _ PERRY, ... 13 .. LYNDHURST. ROAD, WOOD CRE!ll, ... LONDrn, .... N.22 . ..... .............. _ ........... . 
GOLDE?! HOURS MAGAZINE No. 2 now nearly ready . Article s by: G. R. Sllm
ways , JI!. V. Twyman, Jack Murtagh nnd Bette Pnt e . Price 47-. 
Send ,M.o .• . to sYD .• Sl·!Y'rH, ... 1. BRANDO!ISTREET, CLOVELLY, .. N.s. 11., AUSTRALIA. 

CHANCE OF !iDDJilllS: Will friends please note tbnt the new address of 
Tom .. and.B eryl Portor •. is .• 1, .. TIMBERTREE_,ROAD,. OLD HILL, STAFFS· ····-·· ...... 
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B LA K [ANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE Pt.OCll/ill 

27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S,E.22. 

In view of t he space t aken up by Walter Webb' s reply t o Mr, S, 
Gordon Swnn1 s queries on "l,uthorsbip " last mont h, t he promised S.B.L. 
t i tlos and authors had, of necessity , t o be hol d over . 

1/oJ.ter• s fina l instalment this mont h being extr a l ong, I m 
completing my quot a of space with some of t he hold-ov er S.B. L. Titl es, 
Keith Chapman• s art i cl e will appear next month, t-Ogethor wit h something 
from t he pen of Blakiann • s sleuth, Bill Lofts . 

Martin Thomas will, I am sure, be interested to hear t hat apart 
from t he artic l e by Keith Chapoan mentioned above , t he response by 
renders to my r<J<].uest f or ma t erio.l on t he mdern Dld<c at th e present 
t:illle (8th t.ugustJ has prcducod - nothing ! I am still hoping that Mr. 
Thomas will consider my suggest ion of sending me something himself -
to be published under any pen-name he l ikes! JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * 
CENWl!Y-MA!:ERS 

(And a few othe r interesting sta t is tic s) 
By WALTFll. WEBB 

Instrument Eighteen Newcomers on Parade 

First on parade was W. Howard Baker, in troduc ed in t he preceeding 
instalment, who combined the roles of edito r am author . His entry 
was marl<ed by a dispute in the printing trade, re sulting in no issues 
of t he S.B.L. being published in April 1956, Mor e praiseworthy , t hen, 
was his effo rt in presenting a t-Ot al of eleven novel s t hat year, si x 
imder hi s mm name and f i vo tmder th e pseudonym of ( 133) PETER SAXON, 
A record? li'nr f rom it; for way back in 1919, the late Andrew Murray 
presented no fewer than 14 book- length novels for public at ion , two of 
t hem appearing in t m same month on three occas i ons - March, April erd 
August, and that r ecord will obvious ly never be bea t en, as far as the 
S.B.L, i s concern ed. Before his name appeared on th e cover of an 
S.B.L., W, Howard Baker did a few articles for TIT-BITS in 1953. He 
was in distinguished company then , for hi s work was publish ed cheek by 
j owl with that of such well - = •mbered old-t ime auth or s as John Htmter, 
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Capt . Frank H. Sbav and Dudley Hoys , all of vhom wrote for the old 
ONIOO JACK'S companion paper, mE THRILLER, in the 30 ' s. . 

For a ti.me, oommenci.ng wi tt, i ssue No. 356, published in March, 
pin-ups vere introduced, follOYlll8 the pattern of 1he majority of 
senaa tional American magazines, ao:l. these, despite the fact th nt t hey 
differed from their U.S. counterparts by being somevhllt overdr ess ed in 
comparison, provoked much protest. No tears vere shed on 1hei r with 
drewal, for their place vas obviously 1n the pages of papers like 
BLIGRTY end other journals which catered for the requirements of the 
strip-tease faddists. 

Jun e 1956 va s a mont h noteworthy f or tho fac t that Poul.a Dane 
was introduced for 1he first t ine . Sin ce th en, Ebe has kept intact 
her pl nce in tho Blake saga. The cover of th e particular volume which 
introduced her (No. 359) is worthy of oomment, since it must hsve 
provoked some portentous frowns amongst many regular subscribers . 
Pictures of startled -l ookine beau tie s in black, lace-trimned underwear 
end dis-ordered scarlet housecoats were rare enough even in 1956 to make 
tho Blake reader s it up and rub his eyes in frank disbelief. Hitherto, 
an artist, in a daring moment, might hove sket ched a knee, or trailing 
should er--s t rap. But Roxie Marlow, th o shapely brunett e portrayed on 
th e cove r of th o S .B.L. in question , shoved much more t han ju st a 
nyloned knee - she rev eal ed th e entire nylon . A little risque, per-
haps; but this cover s tand s as one of the most attractive l y-dravn in 
the now l ook,,S. B. L., botter then many of the pr esent-<lcy drawings, 
good as th ey undoubtedly are . Designed apparently with th e object of 
attracting new r ead ers, i t obviously succeeded in that purpose . 

July sa w the first Blake novel by ( 134) ARTHUR MACLEAN, who was 
followed 1n August by (135) ARTHUR KmT. Two months l ate r (136) JAMES 
STAGG made his debut . The fifth nnms of th e new orde r writers to be 
introduced 1n thllt eventful year was that of th e inimitable ( 137) JACK 
!I!REVOR STORY. 

But if 1956 was eventful, 1957 vns t o bord er on t he sensa tional, 
f or something without precedmce in t he history of th e S .B .L. occurred. 
No l ess , 1n fact, than the rithlrawing of a novel, ent i tled "Scandnl 
Street• frool publication a t th e la s t moment. "Scandal Street" was 
billed, in advance publicity, ru, "th o story th a t never made th e head 
lin es ." As i t turned out, it never 1!13de the news-stands e ith er! Un
confirmed reports, at th e tim e , said that th e book wru, banned as a 
result of governmmtal pressure, and perhaps it is better, at this 
late stage, to lot i t go at that . Certainly, politics of a sort were 
instrumental in th e suppressi on of the book, and also th e couse of 

.• tll!! .... l.!.!J .. Q},Ql>IM!l •. l:~Y.i.11.i,w .Q.f .,it s,,_companion_.volume .. "Panio _in the _Nii:ht." .. 
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The story rushed into print to tak e th e place of the rejected one wos 
ent i t led "Homicide Blues" and this saw yet another nE!lf name on an S.B.L. 
cover - ( 138) DIBf.!OND REID. Thereafte r, t here was a general tonin8 
down in subject matter and tr eatment in t he S.B.L. 

New subsidiary chara cters were now bein8 introduced , such as 
Spl ash Kirby , Superintendent Grilmlal d and Nick Reuter. Then Arthur 
l!aclean br ought in one of t he grea t est of th em al l - the ll€ed and 
brittle Eustace Craille in "Dark Fron ti er", oooof his bes t- remembered 
novels . JONATHA!I BURKE (139) came along in July with a disappointing 
sort of story , his debut coincidin8 vi t h a new, glossy cover, eI; in
novation which materially itnproved the appearanc e of the magazine. 
The name of ( 140) WILLIAM Al!'lHUR appeared th e following month. In 
August, a new and interestine litt l e feature appeared on ~ one -
the publishing of the photograph of the aut hor of the sto ry thnt 
graced that particular volume, 

Cai:,& October , and, wit h it, a writer who was to figure nenrly 
thr ee years l ate r in a controv ersy €1llbrocing subj ect l!llltter i.'I t hese 
very col U!!lllS; he vaa ( 141) MARTIN THOMAS who crooted a fav ourab l e 
itnpressi on with his first Blake story , "The Copy-Cat Killings" (S.B.L. 
No. 392). In NoveI:lber, the nane of both t he cover and thumbnai l 
sketch artist was given for the firs t t ime. A strang<, contras t indeed, 
thet in ne,u-ly 40 years ' publicati on the S.B.L. used th e services of 
only . t hree cover artists - A. J ones , H. M. Lewis and E. R. Parker; 
th en , in the space of the next five years , no fewer t han 21 oth er 
artists were col.led upon tc share the work. For th e record , hero 
th ey are in olphabe tical orde r . 

F . N. Carcupino , Caroselli, Frank Daniel, De Gaspari , De Seta, 
Fnvolli, Fratini, Bodolfo GasbaITi, W. s. Greenhal.8h , Margaret 
Higgins, Jacoby, Li onel Morgan , Olivetti , Hugo Prat t, Putzu, Sandri, 
Simbori, Marcus Stone , Symconi, Malcolm Tompkins, and Dabid Wright. 
That most popular of all Blake artists, E. R. Parker , slso has two 
covers to his credi t - not nearl,y enough in th e opinio n of his fans . 

Inside illustrat ions have been shnrcd by 12 artists , and t hese , 
also in slphabctice.1 order , are as follows: 

Noel Cooke, Frank Daniel , Jock Dunkley , Bert Forbes , R. E. 
Forrest, D. J. Gold , Margaret Higgins , A. Borowicz , Anton Locke, 
E. R. Parke r , E. Rat cl iffe and Bill Ward. Jack Dunkley is of course , 
th e well-known Artist whose drawings ore f amiliar to readers of t he 
ll/l.ILY MIRROR and th e R,iDIO TIMES. 

The December issues of 1957 brought t he year to a notable con
clusion , for t ro y in t roduced a new f e,iture in the S .B.L . - the 
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MAGAZINE SWl'I ON, and thi s marked th e comeback of Eric Pnrker t o t he 
p"8()s of th e Library, as well as introducing the pleasing work of one 
or two newcomers , Then th ere was that r eally outst.:inding st ory "The 
Lss t Days of Ber lin " (S, B,L. No. 395), one of t he finest Blake novel s 
of this or DI>/! oth er ero, fully reviewed in C.D. No. 132 , 

One new auth or in 1958; he was (142) EDWIN HARRISO.'l, and tllo 
mont h f ollowing his debut saw cnothe r new feature. Thia was th e PORT
RJJT GAIJ..IBY of fornous cho.rncters nppoering in t he Sexton Bl ake st ori es . 
Approprintely , Bloke hi mself' was tho first to be fentured, but Marcus 
St one ' s drawing of him was compl et ely out of chnractor, It mny be t hat 
some f orthri ght opini ons were sen t to th o odi tori al of fice , for , thr ee 
months l ater , tho same art ist subl!litted anothe r ill ustration, which 
was a vas t improvement. 

At th e end of particularly successful year , in whi ch "The Sea 
Tiee r s" wao another out standing Saxon achievement , the MAILBAG 
appeared, fulf illing a l ong--felt want. To Vic Col by of Australia f e ll 
th e distinction of being the first corr esponden t t o have his let t er 
r epr oduce d in it s columns , In January , 1959, we welcomed back Rex 
l!,,,rdi nge - wi t h somewhat mixed fee lin gs . His comeback novel , "Consider 
Your Verdict" was an exce ll ent one , wi th a good plot , which was , how
ever , elusively familiar . Par ticularly so was th e char acte r of Max 
Mer lin, the illusionist. Max had been ki ll'Jd off twice before - once in 
th e Detec t ive Weekly, and la t er in an S. B,L. novel. Now, here he was 
popping up yet a third t ime to meet o precisely simila r fate as had 
be f a ll en him on the two previous occasions . "Safari With Fear " another 
excellcr-1 t novel, was al so a part rewrite . The weary little stmdowe r 
an d tho rondav el on t he African veld came up f or at lea st its fourt h 
ai ring here , which was overdoin i$' it with a vengeance . 

Debutan t e in February was (143) D. HERBIBT HYDE, and fo ll owing 
him came ( 144) REX DOLPHill, whom I seem t o remember as a contributor 
to t he f ir st pos t-w ar Tai MERRY' S JJlNUI\L . Two is sues were l os t in 
1959 , a furth er di sput e in the pr inti11g trad e being t he caus e . 

A first-c l ass novel by ( 145) WM. A. BALLlliGER, oaking hi s first 
S . B.L. appearance , sen t t he Library off to a flying st art in 1960 . 
Thi s and t he with erin g fire on BIJJaANA poli cy by Martin Thomas, plus 
t he r eturn of George Marsden Plummer, bids fa ir to make this year th e 
most evontful of a l l. 

The Martin Thomas epistl e was unique, in t hat its criticism was 
di r ec t ed against materi al which , as a colloctors ' magazine , th e C. D. 
is dedicated to publish, To t he impartial obse rv er and t he devot ee 
who lik es his Blake, irrespective of any particular era, t he situa t io n 
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was not without its mtertaining side. For, iikc all claims based on 
nothiilg 1'l0re substantial than mere ossui:,ption, t hose voiced by the 
author were shorn of much of t hei r force by their undoubted lock of 
authontioi t-1, How came ho to decide so concl usively that th ere is 
nothing in Blakiann to appeal t o th o contemporary Blake reader? Ran
El!lber t hnt every Blake f ollower was a new r ender at one t ime or an
other, The collector, at l e!ISt, not only went fo rward with Blake, but 
vmt back into tho past vi th him as well. Obvious ly, to ca tch up with 
what he ' d missed before becooing acquainted vith thc char acte r, Ther<>
fore i s i t not reasonable to suppose that th o new reader of today , on 
l earning from th e front pago of every cun·cnt i3sue of the S.B.L. t hat 
Blake , having been in th e business for over 60 years - "a record unique 
in th e history of publi shing' ' - vould have his curiosity aroused 
mifficient]y to want to delve back into thnt history orui learn a littl e 
from it? Int o th ose sixty publicised years, one soru,cs an clement of 
editorial pride , and one derives a little sotisfaction in th e thought 
that al t hough t here appears to be contributo ry condema tion on the one 
hand th ere is edi tori:il recol!lJ!!<lndation an tho other , 

When thi s modorn world accepts an archae ological litt le classic 
like "Boys will be Boys", it i s difficult to accept the author's line 
of r easoning , The ont iqU11ted data in this inf onnat ive work extended 
far beyond the birth of Sexton Blake , Really, it should have flopped , 
On th e contrary, Tho publishers were inundated vi t h correspondence to 
the exten t that thc author was asked to submit a revised version nine 
years lllter , in 1957, The only concession t o modernity in the book was 
a chapter devoted to Dick Barton , who hns l ong since drifted into obs
curi ty. Like all modern characters ,mo are suddenly tlmwt into the 
limeli,!ht ag:,.inst n background of haze, when the haze disperses, so 
does t he character. Not so with Blake whose backgrouild, established 
over 60 years, bas been seiz ed upon and made tho subjec t of many an 
article in t he C,D, ' s thirteen yeors of publication. What matters which 
particular period of his career is chosen for exploi t ati on? - he is 
still Sexton Blake, wid it is up to the modern reader to substantiate 
the claim made on his behalf by Martin Th:lmas tha t be vnnts to read 
more about the contE111pOrary character, for th ere is not th e slightes t 
proof forthcoming as yet th at this is so - just Martin Thanas ' assump
ti on of th e fac t, No editor can base his policy on ,mat he assunes 
his read ers want - he neods concrete evidence, verbal interest, that is, 
not silent apprecia t ion , The doors of Blakiana , lik e those of the old 
llindmill, are never closed; one does not need to brenk t hem do,m to 
get in, as Keith Chaic,an hns de,.onst rated. Which brings this marathon 
............. - ........... , ................................................ N,,.. ... ,, .... , ................ ., ................. ..., ... .,. ....... ~.,,., ................... . ~ ........ ,,,, .. ,,,.,.,,,. ,,, ........ ,. .. .,,.,,,.,,,, 
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effo rt, covering , but no t including , all aspects of the Blake Saga to 

its cl ose , eave to edge in at the l os t mommt that welcome new recnii. t 

who joined us in April ( 146) PHILIP CHAMBERS. 
If not the next , thm a future cdles t one in Bbke histo ry -

Dececbe r 1963, which will see our uniq ue charnct cr cel ebr ating his 70th 

onn1 vcr sary in crime fiction , Let it bo t he pr imary object of all 

Sexton Bloke fans to keep him going until th en, nt l e!ISt. 

No, 175 
ilo . 176 
No. 1TI 
No. 178 
No. 179 
No. 180 
No. 181 
No, 182 
No, 18} 
Ho. 184 
No. 185 
No, 186 
No, 187 
No. 188 
No, 189 
No, 190 
No. 191 
No, 192 
No, 19} 

No, 194 
No, 195 

* * * • • * * 
§µT(tl 8\,A¥ LIBRARY TITLES AND AU!lla<s ( )St oerl eo) 

{Continued) 

Tho Cue ot tie Is land Tr-oder ............. J , w. Sobin 
Thi Iron Cla:w ....... - ...... .. . .................. r. A. Symonds 
The case of th e Doubl e Tengle ....... - .w. J. Bayrt eld 

The Case tor the Prosecut ion . . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. . . .. , .... .W. H. Graydon 
The Case or the Mys tery Hllll onalre {Kew, Carlacl . . .... .. ..... ... - A. l1urr8y 

Thi.rt)' Tears Arte r {Nant ucket ) ..... ... ···-·-·······-···-·-· ··· ____ .. A. l1UlT10' 

~ g::ca;;5i~~S18n crotll Je.,,;1s .. ,iurtiiif. . ·-: .. ~-~---=--~·.:· .... : : :~·::01, 
()ie of the Flyl~ Squad . . . ....... ............ !/, H. Croydon 

The c tcy ot Ape, (Lawles s ) . . . . ........ A. t1\lrr'8;' 

The Nan who f org ot (Dr, Ferraro) . .. .. . . ... ... . ...... _ _ ...... R. c . -

Within roi.neen Clays···-··_,,. .... ··-·-··· ....... ___ ···-·- -·-.............. ······-· ··---- .. ~. N. Ciraydon 
'T1lt Ar'chtt.ecr.1 s Secre t . . .. ·······-··-···-- W• J. B41tl1ld 
TheLtopardltln .•. . . .... .. ............ . ... ... ....... _ .... R. C, Amolr 

The H)'stery ot the Hundred Chests ( Lawless) .... .. .. .... .. ......... ....... ... ., ... .A. l1urray 

the Volley ot Fear (Clai re Delisle , Nel son Lee , Nipper). .. .. ..... r . A. 81DOms 

1be Pride or thl Stab l e........... ..-·-· ·- --~· ·-·- ··· .. ··- ··· .... E. J. ~ 

nw S ign ot t he Serpent .. ··-····-------·-··- w• tt.. Graydon 
The Socred CIQ, (C, Grant , Heidie Julie) . w. w. 6'1)<cr 

(Repl91nted 2nd serie s No. l,4.}) 
Hero,..,d l ( Jules Vedet te) . ... .. ................ . .. ......... ..... A. tlJrraY 
St ate Secrets ...... .. . .. ....................... -...... _ ................... _ .w. s . Home-Gall 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
~: Cfltl }1' , 315 , 316, }19, 320, }21, }22 , }Ill , }31, 332, }33, },ltl, }39, }40, }56, 
358';, 59, ISi, !69, 1,93, m , 935 , 953, 954, 956, m , 900, 984, 985, 1116, 1126, 1129, 

11)} . HAGl'ETS! 16, 52, 134, 136, 138, 141, 195, 205, 238, 2n , 318, }19, 325, 344, 345, 
~. }47, }5}, }57, }58, }86, }88 , 389, 400, 411, 417, IP) , 719 , 752, 77}, 809, 8}4, 

8l8, 850 , 858, 862, a64, 863 , 865, 866, 868, 900, 921, 924, 925, 9}5 , 936, 9/J), 9la:, 
91.3, 91,1,, 911l, 918, 951, 954, 955, 958, 965, ~ . 988, 996, POPILARS: JN , }85, }90, 
}96 , m. 1&, 455, 461 • IP>, 474. 
CAJC FA!NE, •DCELSJOO HOleE-, GROVE RO/.O, St.RBI~ , SURREY• 

r,cq ANp en, urgent}y wanted. No reasonable orrer refused; gocd ccndltlon not 
essen t ial ao l ong as c~l ete 800 rcadeble . 
K. F'. KIRBY, WES..£Y STREt'T, lffl'J.TA, CAPE PROVINCE, SOOI'H /J'RIC.A. 

* • • 4 • 
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ODDS AND ENDS 

By Gerry Allison 

Ili LOVIllG ,·!lliORY OF A GREAT ARTIST. A hundred years ogo today - on 
August 5th, 1960, was born a man who probab l y gave more pleasure to 
young people by hi s dr awings than aey a rtis t bef ore or s ince, His 
name was Louis Wain , and he had only one subjec t - cats. But what 
cats ! As H. G. Well s said in 1925: • He made the ca t his own. He 
inven t ed a cat style, a cat socie t y, a whole cat world . Bri tish cats 
that do not lo ok and live like Louis Wam cats are ashamed of them
sel ves . " 

My very first Christmas Annual as a child was one by Louis \lain 
and it contained nothing but pictures and stories about cats, The 
book would be a collect or ' s item today , comparable in value to a No, 1 
Magnet, His work appeared in almos t every chi l dren ' s book , and t here 
were few homes with out Louis Wain Cats sm.iling down from the wal l s, 

When I r ead of t he centenary of his birth this evening , I r eached 
down rrry preci ous volume of "Playbox Annual" - so precious, tha t evm 
rrry two dar ling grandchildren are forbidden to t ouch them! 

On page llf t er PS€" appear those deliciously human cat s and 
ki ttene , Here on page 5 of the 1915 issue , an elderly cat i s rc3ding 
th e newspape r at th e fo ot of a !ligh t of stairs , "Half past five " soys 
Mr, Fluff, "and t ea isn't t.ore yet . I shall be~ angry if it 
doesn't cane soon , " Behind him, shooting as tride down tho banni sters , 
i s a kitten with a laden te a- tray on his head! The drawing is cap 
ti oned "On th e Way! " 

The principal cat artist in "Playb ox" was S . J. Cash , who3c many 
pages of mischevious pussies cnti tled "The Furry Fluffkins" were really 
delightful , But on the few occasion s whm Louis Wain dr ew th e Fluff 
kins one saw immediately th e differen ce be tween t alen t and genius , On 
page 184 of th e 1914 "Playbox Annual" ia a full - page pi cture "The 
Fluffkins at the Races," I wis h our edito r coul d r eprod uce that 
drawin g by Louis Wam, and t hat coul d stud y th ose twolv e ca t s - all 
on t heir hind - l egs ! 

Many and varied wer e t he artists who enter t ained us in t he 
halcyon days of yore , but I give Louis Wain th e palm for th e joy his 
drawings gave us, He died in 1939, having spent his l as t 25 years 
tragically in a cen tal. home , f ollo wing a bus accident in llond Str ee t 
in which he was eeverely injured , 

* * * * * 
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WAT ARTIST (!\mlTION 

Tho intriguint; problen as to which artist vos res ponsible f or 
dravil'l.': too pictures at the · head of this column, pictures which adorned 

t he Geo in white cover deys , continoos to provide a fe scinnting topic 
for our read ers, The following most welcoce l otte r has been smt to 
us by Mr. Basil Reynolds , the nephew of feoous Warrick Reynolds: -

• 1 wa.a c,o3t lnt.rlcu ed by the paragraph under Hmnlltonlana , regardtrc 
tbe controv ersy a., to ttwtber "'Ct! l att \l'ICle, Warwtok Reynolds, dN,t 

the :*etches ot the t op or t~ page. 
I ban ema lned thes e • tr7 closel.y , llld It ls my def lnt 1.e opinion 

that the drawtrgs were done by en.her R. J. Hacdonald er C. H. Blet e , 
1llbo • re cont~lts ot • \l'lcle. 

I am extremel.1 plea.sed that so man)' people st il l take an lntert~ t 
Jn the "°rk or Warwick Re)'TIOlds. I, too, am an artist, and have ~ 
deed been closel.y connected with tb.e Amll.gam.ted Preas - now Flee tway 

Publlcattona , as 1 w:.i.a the last edltcr of 'Tin, Tota• before Its sad 
dE111tse. 

Betcre clo sing , I CllSt e.z:press fll delight and appro'Tal or 70ur 
cbotee or cover for the Auguat Issue - Nelson Lee wa..s rq fHCll?'lte 
reading mtter • .ls a point or Interest, I knew one or t is lMt 
ed it.on , H. f. Caul.dwell. • 

Grateful th!lnks for this delightful lett er , Kr. Basil Reynalda. 

• * • • • 
ROOKWOOD AGAIN 

Ve under stllnd that there is to be some modification in th e policy 
of the presen1'-dey "KNO<XOU'l"', vi th l!>Ore reading matter and less 
P.ictures . From t he l:eginni.ng of Sept ccber 1 KNOCXOl1r is to preson t a 
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a serial "The Fighting Four", which is the Schoolboys' Own Library 
Story "Jiml!i}' Joins Up. " This is tho very first story of Rookwood 
which ever appeered in the "Boy ' s Friend" and, as such , will probably 
be of cons id er abl e interest to our read ers. 

The editor of KNOCKOUT tells us that little or no abri d8ment of 
th e s tor; will take place, which is good news. 

* * * * * 
(REVIEW) 

BUNTER KEEPS IT DARK 

Casse lls 9/6d • . Frank Richerds 

"BUNTER KEEPS IT DARK," just publi shed, i s certain t o pl ease all 
Frank Richards ' countless admirer s . The basic theme, of Bunter 
adopt ing th e guiso of an Indian boy , was used in th e later days of the 
Magnet, but there are lll8IlY novel twi s t s ard tum s in the dcvelopmmt 
of th e sto ry md it is in no smsc a re-hash of t he old Magnet talc. 
Like all the new Greyfriers otories of r ecen t yoers, it is purely a 
vehicle for Bunter • a f'un and games, and it is of certain appeal for 
YOU118"r read ers . Older readers will find it contain s r.ia.'lj' attrscti ve 
sequences for them, and an episode where Pr out and Gosling searc h for 
the 0,,1 in th e darlc is hilarious. 
~ Bunter • s home has once again been moved from Reigate to Red

gate is a mystery to which we can offer no solu t i on , unl ess Bunte r 
Villa i s a caravan. 

* * * * * 
BUNTER ON TELEVISION 

BRAINY BUNTER, th e second of th e new T. V. series , was presented on 
July 31s t , a'ld if it was below the normal standard , the blame must res t 
squnrely on the shoulders of the producer , The two coshings, and 
Btmter • s collis ion with Quelch before a backcloth depicting a country 
lane , were so unconvincing ac to be pathe ti c; the acto r playing 
Quelch , wit h horn -ri mmed gl as ses s lid dow to the tip of his nose , was 
l'<Diniscent of anything but th e Magnet·; the boys were unrecognizable 
as Greyfr iers char acters. The Bounder - pres=bly he was intended to 
be th e Bounder - would have been mor e at hooe in th e part of t he Gem 
cta.""'8.cter Grimes. 

Competently produced tile playl et could have been entertaining , 
al th ough Mr, Quel ch had some incredible lines . I t hod a couple of 
ext emely novel sequence - Bunter planning to run away from schoo l, 

O 
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careers , and Bunter l osing bi s memory ond finding himself only able to 
speak in verse. It could hnve been a rio t , but e·ren Bunter seemed dis
hearten ed by th e lack of support , 

BUNTlll KNOWS HOi, Lik e a vam sunny day in a vet IJ\lllDer oame this, the 
third of til e nm, serie s . Far superi or to th e previous tv o, 
it vas easi ly one of th e bes t of all time , To Maenet 
fan s , t he s tory was fomilior , but that was no 
draw-b ack , The two seni ors were del~h t
full.y played , John Downing , who was 
rathe r too old as Harry libarton in 
la s t year's Vi ctoria Palac e allow, 
was oxce llen t o.s Wi.nga to , and 
Tony Porker was complet el y con
vincing 89 I.odor, George Wood
brid8') was fine 89 Joe Banks, the 
boolaDllk:cr. The younge r boys ro se 
to ttl e occas ion and di d real ly 
well , th o crick et match was c l ev
erly suegos ted , product ion was 
voll above average. The nev Mr, 
Quelch helped by only mnking a 
token appearance , Tip-to p ent er
tainmen t , 

LORD BILLY BUNTER. Thi s sto ry 
seeoed verJ, va ry faaj,liar , and 
i t had no unexpec t ed twi s t. Re
aso nably well - prod uced, i t prob
ably had avel'!l8(l appeal for Bunter 
fan s . I t was bandicnpped by 
extreme economy in "se t s" and by 
th e ceagre cos t . Is such choosesparing presenta ti on really necesS81'y 
fr an th e B.B.C. ? 

Highlight vas when Bunt er annOIUlcod t hnt be was • going to see 
Baggy Tr:iJ!lbl c at St , Jim I s ." A f ev mor e reminiscen t i tems of thi s typo 
would be cos t velc one . 

• • • • • 
Do You Reoa:iber? By Roger M, Jenkins 
No, 35 - Sch oolboy s ' Own Librarv No, 12 - "Expelled " 

Tom Merry end Harry Wharton were in troubl e and sentenced to be 
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expelled on more thon one occasion , but Jilm\y Silver ' s cisfortunes are 
not so widel y mown. Ve tend to think of Uncle Jomes as the serene 
philosopher who never came unstuck, but there vas one di sas trous occa
sion wen even Ji.'IIIIY f ai l ed to 'Keep Smiling, • 

Like l!l81lY of J ilamy1 s misfortunes, thi s one a teml!led fran Morrungt on, 
soon after the arrival of that unpleasan t character. Rivalry about 
games, and Jilm\y' s steadfast refusal to pL-zy a brill ian t but unreliabl e 

man, led to Bil :l.n,!enious plot to get =bers of the te8lll s tranded 
at vari ous railwey junctions en :route to St . Jim's. Morning-

ton' s cronies picked quarr el s vi th th e players so 
thLlt trains were l ost, am in the 
end Jimmy ws forced to ask Mom
ington to play , but th e seque l to 
this pl ot was totally unexpected, 
end Mornington was left nursin{; a 
srod89 even core bitterly. 

As in one or two of th e very 
early Rookwood sto ries, th e 
author seemed to find the short
ness of each story soaething of a 
handicap wm dealing vi th drama
tic episodes. There seemed to be 
insufficient space to allow the 
a imosphere t o build itself up. 
Certainly the scene in which 
Mornington prevailed upon Beaumont , 
the prefect, to assis t in th e plot 
agains t Jimmy Silve r appears to 
suff er from this handicap, but 
after that too story coin tainod 
it s mmentum splendidly, and the 
first clil:iar came when Jimmy Sil

ver was searched, and on him was di scovered the .C5 note bearing th e 
number 0002468 (n banknot e which cust huvo circ ulated both at Grey
friars and s t. Ji.c' s at varying date s) . 

Charl es Hamilton in this sto ry, lik e many 11 writer of detective 
stories , did not al to geth er play fair with th e readers, We lmew t he 
detail s of th e pl ot in advance, of cours e , but we did not know how any 
proof of t.>ie pl ot could ever be es tablished . \Ihm Jimmy was expelled 
he refused to go, and l ocked himself in th e end s tudy. Mr. Silver vas 
sent for to take hi s son home, run it was tti en that lmvson revealed the 
.ertent. of .. his ... inv es~io ns 1 .... incl~many,,facts ... thnt .. wero _hit herto ,,. 
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unknown t o th e read er , The grand cil.maic· was ex tre mely sati sfying , Mr, 
Sil ver d"'1olished fir s t Beaumont' s sto ry, And t oon Mornington ' s, t o the 
great nstonishmen t of Dr , Chishol1'l, Boawont left Rookwood, but wha t 
happened to Mornington is another story • 

• * * ... * 
THIS MONTH' S COVER 

Our special cover t his month is a reproduction of th e cover of 
the Schoolboys' Own Lib r ary, No, 12 , on which Roger Jenkins has based 
his delightful article , ., * ., ., ., 

Lm''S BE CctlTROVERSIAL 

(In this series Eric Fayne touches on certain matte rs of interest to 
studen t s of the Hamilton papers, He gives his own views superficial ly . 
If you will write t o him, expressing your opinions, on t he t opics he 
discusses , ho wil l swnmarise readers ' views in a fuiure issue.) 

No, 42, THE MAGIC OF YESTIBDAY. 

In last month' s "Yours Sinc ere l:y" a reade r asked: "How did 
Charles llnmil ton win and retain th e interest and affection of his 
readers , nrnembering t hat in many cru,es trey had nothing in ccmmon vi th 
t he schoo ls and schoolboys he wrot e about?" 

That should be an eru,y question to answer - but i t isn't, I 
can I t even answer the que s tion for myself , let alone for t he countle ss 
thousand s who have l oved Mr, Hamil ton • s sto ries down the years, 

Was it t hat th e t ales were so well written? That helped cert 
ainly , Wru, it th e Peter Pan aspect of the characters, the unchanging 
face of t he se ttings? I think that was a facto r, in a world of people 
ever ge tting older, a realm of constant change, 

Vas it th e team spiri t, th e sense of loyalty, the high moral 
values? I t hink t hey pl eyed an important part , Vas it th e id eals, th e 
perfect f riendships , in a wor ld where nothing is certain , friendship s 
are so britt l e, human relation shi ps ere so frnil? I think to some 
exten t it was . 

Why did you and I, why did the lads from t he ccuncil schoo ls, why 
did t he intelligent and the l ess intellectual , why did t he rich and th o 
poor follow with delight th e adventures of wealtey boys at public school s. 
as re l ated by the prince ruoong school story writers? Wey did we model 
ourse l ves , rather unsucce ssf ully, on Harry Wharton and Tom Merry? Why 
did we find joy in the comradeship of t he Terrible Throe and the Famous 
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Five? Did we hope t o find such comradeship in real life? 'then heroic 
deeds wore done, did we· think we could imitate them? 

I just don I t know, and I reck on you don• t know either. More 
likely it vns a combination of all the fact ors I have mentioned , But 
th e magic was there - and ve knov it vns t here, We don't know what 
tho magic was, but proo f of its exis tence has been found in eveey 
phase of living, in overy wall, of life. Were we better follows for 
t his magic of yesterdey'? I'm sure t hat vc were , 

In last year's Annual a char acter in a story said : "Tho shop 
von1t half seem funny without the Gem!" We took th e Gem and the Magnet 
for granted, We might have said: "England won't half seem funny rith
out the Ge,, and th e Magnet," 

It does seem funny too, and not so pleeeent, Would t he 70UIJ83ters 
of toda,y be influenced by th e magic in th e SBllle vey that ve were in 
fluenced? Possibly not - but we don't know. There has been no Gem or 
Magnet for twnty years. 

Recently two reports appeared in the national. press, One told 
of seven young schoo l-l eavers , sixteen years of age , who said farewell 
to th eir schooldeys by daubing sl ogans , in 1'hi tewash, on the front of 
their school, draping undies around, and lining up beer bottles on the 
Head' s desk , The father of one of th em said: "I knew vbat they were 
going t o do, Had I been yollll8E'r, I ,iould have j oined in myself', I am 
sure all the parents ro:,, on the children's side , " That fa ther's remark 
may explain a lot, 

The second report told of a grammar school leaver vbo vent out
side the school gates, took off his school blazer, c,,p snd tie and made 
a bonfire of them, Then he lit o cigarette, made a def i ant si8nal to 
t he masters watching fr OCl a rindow, and l eft , 

A real Smithy? Well, h!u-d1y . 
The first group moy have been just high-spi rited, though th ere 

seems some difference betveon th eir spirits and tho se of prt>-Var 
studen t s vbo placed a utens il on the top of a fl ag--pole . The secorxl 
fellow leaves a nasty taste in tho mouth, There is something mean, 
petty, spi te:f'ul in his action. 

Is there sny conso l at i on in th e knowl edge that ttie father who 
keeps his son fran school for three months because he will now allow 
his boy to wear school unifom is maldng a rod for his own back'? 
Precious little , 

Whence rill stem th e loyalty of the Britons of tomorrov? llhat 
is the promise of youth for the future? Is tho bonfire of the school 
cap am tie symbolic of the age? llhat vns the magic of yesterday'/ 

·· ·· ·-·· ··-·liljflsnd doesn 't ,half ,_seem_pmny rithout .. the " Gem .. r the .. Magn,et! 
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Perhaps they died just when t he count ry was needing th ee most . 

It ' s just ey point of vi ew. What' s yours? 

* * * * • 
CONTROVERSIAL EX:IIOES 

NO. 40 , CONTACTt 

PRNAK LAY. I cannot agree wtth your remarks on •Bet ween Ourscl'Yes• Ml1 I thi nk that 
~nt t.h;l t the 1111)8Ct on m adult tn a new age ts prob.:t>).y qui te different Is 
very tnie . ror Dtfsel! , tn th e t went ies I tOW'KI the reature oost intere sting, And to be 
able t.o cofftspond with a • reai• autho r and mkc suggestions on1 er1t lclms "as quit e a 
thrll l . J.:r; car as I kno" E. s .B. never actua l l.y edited th e Lee , but at the height or it s 
popularity th ere was very ere at c~opera t ton between Edit or llrx1 author, but 'tltlen the 
edi to r s were chan ged the co-opera t ion changed t oo, ond E.s.s. got bored ond lost Interest 
an:1 the stor ies lost !lllCh ot the tr earl ter aweal . 

The sense or repe ll tton ts to be expected - alter oll , "as th.ere not a lot ot re
ptt U,toc tn al l boys• papers? - It Is to t.t¥l credit or E.s.e. thn t 00 mde ao few mist
akes , due mstnl.y to th& Dl'.IM'ell ous records he kopt . 1 tl'!.tnk part of his appeal In 
Between Ourselves wns that he gave the tr::i,res.slon ot ~e tt ng hts youthf\11 readers on 
the tr om lGvel. 

I am quite sure th\ t lt Fronk Rtchord.., hnd been g iven the opportun i ty llld could 
have spared the tll:re , such a coltmrl urxlcr hi s nalilC 'ltould hav o been a great success . As 
tar the • aura ot ~ster.f' that you say s\.DTOUnded the nuthor( s) or Hemllton sto ri es , I 
don' t knew ,ti,a.t yru CJem. As a youngster I camot recall betng CO"stUted. I accepted 
f'ranlt Richards as SW\ and slro.Uarl)' Hartin Cllrt ord , Owen Conquest, etc. , as wri ters 
!lflo wrote rt ne stor ies but cccaslona lJy bad an ot t d.V, arx1 It "6S onl.J ln laWr years 
~ U\h Quest ion ot subst it ute wri ter s cropped up that any qucs t ton or myster,- arose . 
However , perhaps you•ll have more to srq on this wbject. 

~· 1~ = 1~~ ~~~\~~B~;~d~I~ t~n~: t!h ;r:::~l~ r:18~ Lee 
paper h lr:tselt. I t Is true tha t there was an edi tor, a Hr . Harold May, but he ft'a.s a con 
wtth no strone personali ty. When Hay l et t th e A. P. In 1928. th e Nelson Lee became a 
paper that no edit.tr wmt ed , and l t went t r<G one depanc:en t t o anot her, b&lllt ur.der the 
cont ro l, In ttrn , ot Alfred Edgar , H. T.T. Cauldwell , and c . N. I>oNn. 

As you so rlgh t lY suggest., It "ould haTe been a sheer lUl)Osstbtllty tor ttr . 
Hamil ton t o b8ve answered cotT esporxJents °"IOI to hts grea t outpu t or stor ies each week. 
But all the smoe, ttr. He.ctlt on today answers e<rnsponden t s 1n very friendly l et t er s , 
desp i te t.he tact that he pr obab)J' receives hundreds wreekl.Y rroo old Md neJf readers. I 
ree l sure t hat , had It been at all possib l e . the Hagnet reade r s wculd have been htghl)' 
sattstted with his rep l ies . 

• • * .. * 
GOO OF IIAMILTONIANA 

The bumping of the stairs ceas ed as Hr. Prou t reached the next 
l anding. But t he voice of Prout did not cease. His r ecarks, like 
those of Truthful Jai:,es I partner, wer e frequen t am painful ond free . 
That Prout was not severe l y injured was proved by t he powerful vol uoo 
of his voic e ; his vocal chords , at l eas t , had suffered no dama8(!. But 
he ... was .. hurt , ... if' not _serious l y; ,,_,it .. was impossible . fo r 11 stout . gentl= 
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who had compl eted his half-cen tury and a l i t tle over to ro ll down tie 
stairs .without getting hurt . The voice of l 'rout , like t hl voi ce of the 
turtle

1 
was heard in t he lllild - llild it was heard far and wide . 

\Sent in by W. H. Goodhead of Derby) 

"Poor ol d Gwunday! It ' s wealzy fwightfully hard on you, in my 
opinion . Linton ought to take into conside vion what an utta h ass 
you are - " 

''What?" 
"I mean, if a fellow with any bwains did as you did he ought to 

be flogged , of course. But in your case Linton should weally have 
wemembcred t hat you are pwacticn l ly an idi ot -" 

(Sent in by Laurie Sutton of Orpington) 

Book prizes have been sent to the cont ributors of each of the 
above. Have you a favourite GEN OF HA!·ITlll'CtUANA? If oo, copy i t on 
a sheet of paper and post it to the editor, Your ite m may be t aken . 
from any Hamilt on sto ry of any period, but tho titl e of t he story must 
bo indicated, and t he extract must be short . If th e edito r finds i t 
sui tab lo for publication, you will recci ve a book priz e • 

• * * • . • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *. * * 
llANTED: SB1

1 
1st series - 41, 51, 77, 86, 95, 106 , 111, 115, 127, 139, 

147, 155, 156, 160, 172, 218, 238, 255, 296, 370, 374, SBL 2nd 
~ - 13, 21, 33, 53, 84, 114, 149, 155, 196, 242, 259, 285, 291, 
296, 312, 320, 335, 672, SBL. 3rd series - Previous t o 1959. . 
Buff al o Bill Novels 4d. - 24, 41, 43, 47, 48, 50 , 58, 61, 66, 119, 
120, 211, 234. Boyg' Friends , Old s erie s - 10 , 39, 49, 54, 57, 68, 
72, 96, 102, 105, 107, 123, 124, 131, 155, 165, 172, 177; 199, 228, 
246, 248, 302, 307, 367, 368, 369, 371, 433, 458, 469 , 485, 520, 539, 
556, 561, 566, 575, 578, 597, 601, 606, 618 , 623, 624, 625, 626, 628, 
644, 664, 665, 681, 688, 690, 704, 716, 717, 738, 7nm 732, 733, 749, 
761, 762, 763, 764. Boyg' Fri ends , New seri es - 6, 8 , 9, 12, 14, 17, 
rn , 19, 26, 28; 29, 30, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 49, so, 51, 53, 'J7, 
58, 60, €13, 77, 78 , 82, 103, 114, 128, 133, 141, 142, 151, 201, 206, 
200, 234, 258, 280, 292, 388, 392, 443, 500, 628, 655, 671, 6frl , 690, 
698. S. O.Ls - 112, 118, 128, 132. llugget 3d - 53, 58, 64, 67. 
~ - 3, 6, 10, 12. 
R. W. STORE\', CANADA, advertisancnt continued over le af •• • • 
~ .. ,~ .• ~ .. O"M"'"'•M<0,0,•0•o,f'OH''""'"'"''"''·'""""'"'"' .. '••o•l"'"'""''"~HM'l<"'""""N'""'"'"'"'"'"'"'' .. '""''"""""'"'"'"'""'"'"'"'"'"""'"'""""'"''""' " '''-'" ' ' 
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Continued 
~ - 8ll,Y complete run between 400 - 600, 900 - 1100, 1400 - 1683. 
ll!ll!!J!. - any compl ete nm between 300 - 500, 800 - 1000, 1400 - 1663. 
R. W. STORY, 70 BIBWICK AVfflUE, TORONTO 7 , CANAflA. 

~ : The Popul ar: 127- 135, 137, 138, 141- 145 , 147-159, 161-1 63, 
169- 171, 174-184, 186-1 88, 190, 191, 193-201, 203- 205, 207-211, 220-229, 
231, 311, 313, 314, 316-318, 320-322 , 325-3j4 , 336-343, 345-347, 349, 
350 , 353-361, 380, 381, 388-398 , 404, 411-415 , 410; 428, 449, 451, 452 , 
454-4 56, 459-463, 465 , 466, 469-488, 499, 518 , 544, 545; 547-551, 556-
558 , 56<>-566, 56&-571, 572, 577, 578, 581, 591, 596-599; S.O.Ls - 60, 
68, DR. R. WIISOO, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAfl, GLASGOW, N. 1 • 
........... , ......... , ...................................................... -......................................................... , .............................................. _.. ............................................ . 
WOULD COLLWTORS with copies of Popular , Gem, U.J . , B.L. Libs ., School
gir l s Own Library , kindly hel p me with data for 11\Y catalogues. All 
l ett ers answered . 
A. J . SOOTllllAY, P ,0 . BOX 4, BEACONSFIELD, CAPE PROVINCE, SOUTH 1..ffiICA, 

~: ·sex t oo. Blske Libraries . 1st Series Nos . 11, 17, 37, 105, 109, 
111, 198, 201 , 219 , 2nd series Nos. 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 
667. Union Jacks No. 689, 691, 693, 695, 702, 703, 704, 711, 717, 721, 
725, 7'2:7, 732, 736 , 740, 785, 786, 7frl , 7813, 789, 790 ; 791, 792, 793, 
798, 800, 802 , 003, 809, 811, 813, 814, 818, 819, 820, 1041, 1064, 1098, 
1390. 
MRS. J. PACIQWI, 27 .t.ilCHDALE ROAD, EAST rotWICH, I.ONroi , S.E.22 • 
............................................................................. _,_,..,. ............... -, ........ -... ·-·-, ................... _ ............................................. ..._... ....... ,_ ... .. 

FOR SALE: Schoolgir l s ' Own Annuals . 1925 and 1926 5/- each. 1930 
(cover l oose ) 4/- . Gems 882 to 921, 925 to 933 , 4/ - each. 934, 9'57 to 
941, 949, 952, 955, 957, 958, 960 to 963, 966, 969, 9'11 to m. m, 
981, 982. '5/9 each. 1090 t o 1100, 1103 t o 1105,1107, 11C8, 1119, 112'5, 
1124 , 1127, 11'}0 , 1135, 1138, 1139, 1141. 3/6 each . Postage extm. 
Gems Nos. 1 and 2 offers please. 
V. t... PAGE, 23, GROVE ROAD, SURBI'l'ON, SURREY. 

1 o/;; EACH OFFERID by t he WNDO!I CLUB LIBRARY for t he following: ~e -ts 
751, 1225 . s.o.Ls 269 and 275. Gems 549 and 550. 
ROGER JEJ'(lNS, "THE FIRS" , &\STERN RQlJ) , HAVANT, l!ANTS • 
................. MO<l"l'"""'•••••"""'"""""""'""""''"""''"'"'"'""-""""""''"'"""""-- HO .. , ............................................... -, ................ ........................ .. 

~ : s.o .L. 58; Boy' s Friend Green ' Un 762 , 764, 700, 1042, 1257, 
1264 , 1294 · to 1298; Nelson Lee Old Series - most numbers before 129. 
M PORTIB, • TIMBFRTREE ROAD, OLD HILL, STAFFS. 
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Sexton Blake Today 
!!iS.LA!W (AU:,1.§T) £0ITJOO§ ~ mE SEX.TOO 
BLAl'.E LIBRARY ARE REVIDiED BY WALTER WEBB 

THE WOOl:P:§HAKER§J (N9, 45?) ........... ~ 
It had to te a rotter of tnt erne tlonal iq>ortance t o cl a im the attention of Crotlle .. 

This art atr Is or such worl<l- shatte rtng portent that It l~ls the old mn' a act ive 
plll"ttc lpatt on at the side of Sexton Blake . Hts plece ts t aken by TIM.er when, following 
the death or a hlgh-renktng FONlgn Office OtClcla.l llnd mother f rom the Air Hlntstl")', 
Blake se t.'> out tor lc elan:I c.o attempt th e loc a tt oo or a ba.Se fr(l':l which fly ing saucers 
are tak i ng orr. 

The coming or the • saucer-men• was the result or a meeti ng bet ween thre e world
raoous seten tl sts , M £ng}tshJw'I, a Ciencan and a RusslM . and th e re sultant pooling ot 
their Intellec tual resow-ccs tow:.rds the r eall satt cn or Uletr 11re•s ant>ltlon .. World 
Goverruoont.. In Pwl ffoossrN1*s case , however , It went further. 1tte Gennan 111811ted World 
Doct na.tt on . And In their discordance, so ,cs lost thetr n.,cendaneY, which, on being 
taken over by Sexton Blake em Tinker, spel t th e utter ruin ot ttslr nithle .sslY }a id 
plan s . 

One thing CI.L'lt be COOJJJ3nted on. 1lle wthor•s nai:e Is given 43 Des rrond Reid , but 
It t s obvi ous fro c th e style of M"ltf~ the.t Rex Dolphin was respons ible, and as th !S , 
In rey opinion , ts hts f inest Bl elte navel J et, tt Is to hlm that the credit ot ochtnu
mmt wst go. 

. ............... ___ .. Excellent 

LM<j£ TYPE KHLER (No1 458) ···- ... RICHARD WILLlAJ:S 

111sfortunes thick and fast ptle on Percy Roynt er ar tt s t aoo ed it.or or •tom:i,;, 
tucker-, .o. comic tor tntbl'lts , published: by Consolidated Perlodlcols Ltd a, or fl eet 
sireet.. Perc y has: cause t o regre t deeply his mlsgutdetj sense or humour, l'lhen, on rtncUng 
hl m1:1t In a Utt with .vi attra ctive girl, he slides an teed l ol l.Y down her b3ck. In 
trmslt, th e l oll,y becocies a snov.ball , gathering In s ize and mooent um as It rolls doM"»
Mll. Poor Percy •s t roubles accurul .ote accordingly , unttl , at Jen gth, he Is suspected 
ot the tllrC2cr ot a boy en Wtlit>l edon C~n. How Sexton Blake saves him troo a seeotrc l1 
\rlextr teable Cllrder ehar p,c ton:.1 the baa.ls or a a,vlng and 'lllel11rlttcn thriller. 

InctdentallY, In cot;,lete contrad lcatlcn to tts tit.le th e lotter po.rt or the 
narrat ive ts pr inted In th e sm.,,ll es t typ e ever w:ed In the ccnstruc t ton or a Blake storY • 
IIClat •l~le ever , tn u:y e.cperl enc e. TOlq Aubrey Coker , the lltll'der 'YICtl l!I, had 4 
squint . S imi lar ayq, tons are llke}1 t o beccce prevale ni 1J.DX>Dgst s.B . L. readers tr tbq 
er9 called upon to wade through nri, mre pages or this sort ot prlnt l 

Rating ...... .. .. .Elecllent. 

GElERJ.L cottEJlfART 

~. ~~~~~}:\~~C:.!~':,i~:e:;~:i:7,~~~i~~~ ~~r!~x~ n,e 
.... ecutor ,<not .,t orge~tlng . t1t111e, .. th e ,.r 1n:1's Slacese cat) _ are. spl encUdlY ..Presented, and no ... 
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photograph could hav e <lone thee be tter Justi ce . So N:m.lngly Ut el1ke l'.re they, trom 
Coutt s tn th e backgroubd to the AIJ9lt ss ITs. Bardell In tbQ toregro und, that t he plb
llc atton of tM lndent l tt ci::tl on key ,ns hlrd )y nccessar., . A t it ting mecento t o a 
histor i c occasi on, thls ctr.awing Is one l'b1ch every Bl ake devotee will wmt t o keep. 
Congratulat i ons , Hienry Foxl 

HARCAR£T ccact wrt tes us as follows: -

Would yoo allow ae ·t o correct a stateom t mde by Walte r Webb In tM July c .D. ? 
I am not ottaa k11'€ ltlrC.l n 1"hom!J owr •an all eged mjor erTOr.• rt," letter on • Na.sierS' 
ftBB In tended t o be a Uttl e private protes t t o Hr . lie r aga ins t th e use or the Hol.J 
()ies or my, or an , rell,gt ous fait h., as chlrac ter s ln 3'I s .B.L. I lfOUld be protoundlY 
shocked to see th? MT.E or Jesus Christ tn sudl a set ting , ,et t o r:inuons or Astana 
the BOdhtsa ttv a hulds equal ram as the grea t •world Tel\Cher.• we should respect other 
people ' s beli efs even t ~ we d tsacre c "Ith Ulctr views. 

The passage In llf' letter concerning the Bodhisattv a "38 o quotati on t...-.Cen tra:1 a 
s:'lall bock on th e ?nsters "11ch ~ .ent to me by soceone ,fl() had spent rrany ,vnrs In 
the Dnlo l L.u:ie•s monaste ry ln Tibet at a ti me ,ti.en I was ltl'l n@ tn a 1"C>OC:I nt a c.r.s. 
Lodge non door to a "'man who prac t iced Black Ha,gtc - m expertenee llltlt ch I do not 
car-e t o l'CLX!rticr. t1r. Bdcer, tor "1<111 I hal'e a grea t respect, saw lit to publ ish the 
l et ter - "ltlt out qu ot a ti on c.iarta lt Is irue, but qui t e a.ccurnte ].y otherwise, unlik e 
a ~e vl ou:,: let ter which 'lllS cut. 

I ?nve no in ten ti on or enter ing Int o any eon-espondencc on this cntter . I know 
t oo Uttle about t he re li g i on corcl!l'ned to d o so. At the Snl!E tt ce , I ltla.11 t,e EiX>St 
tnterestoo tn ar-.y re piy to r:tl le t t er which MY eppc,ar ln th e s.B .L. ?'.a1lb£C. 

(No t urtter corres pondence on this subje ct can be pUbltshed In t he Digest.) 

* * * * * •• *. * * * *. * *. * * * * * ** 

7/Zefson Lee Co&mn 
Co nducted by JACK WOOD. 328 Stockton Lane, Yor k,) 

Thi s oont h we beein t he seri alisation or what I feel sure will 
rank as one or th e ·Dige s t• s major " scoops. • The seri al will appear 
§t two-monthly interv als , uncut and unal t ered froot Her bert ' s own words, 
and t hose of us who know him well will •see" him again ihr ough his 
tr ave l s nl ong th e Stre et of Meoories , 

'll!E CAREER OF NELSON LEE 
(Being Chapt er 13 of lffl'IORIES OF OLD BOYS' PAPERS 

written by th e lat e HERBERT LWmffiY in 1943) 
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his volumes of •memories ' . In this partioi l ar chapter vc find rec orded 
a little incident vhich took place in th ose far-of f days vhen Herbert 
vas a schoolboy. I fe el that Herbert would be happy in th e lmowledge 
(and maybe he does !mow) that some of his wri tin8s - too labour of 
l ove - permed , to n great extent, during ai r--rnid s , are now being re
produced in his beloved Collectors • Di;;ost , Leonard Paclar.an. 

In the sumner of 1912, 
11o. 11 ... n • ._ . r,;_ • 3"- u-..,,.. I paid r,y first visi t to 

London, and it was only for 
n dey . For a dozen yoors 
or more I bad rend stories 
vi th the pl ots mainly con
cerned vith th e great met
ropolis, and the names of 
lllllllY of its s treets were 
as familiar to me as those 
in 'll1lf own native city, 
Regent Stre et, Piccadilly , 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Oxford 
Street, Tottenham Court 
Road vere more than just 
nmes to me. But th ere vas 
one vhich interested mo 
more than any of the others -
Grays Inn Road - ru nning 
fran King's Cross to Hol
born ; for vas it not 
supposed to cont ain th e res
idence of 'll1lf, th en, favour
ite hero, the "world's 
greatest detective" Nelson 
Loe? 

As the tr ain carried !Ill 

ever nearer to London that 
~ t , I kept thinking to 

r,yself • I do hope I shall see the Grays Inn Road, • for as I vas just 
one of a large coodu:ted p,irty I should have to go whi th cr we were 
led , 

On arrival at King ' s Cross as down vas breaking our guide 
assembled his flock, and I heard him say , as I was in the vanguard : 

. ..'.'.~~ ... '!!!il..! ... ~ ... ~ ... F~eet _ Street ... to .. our. ho~el .. f or . breakfast," ....... •q~ l .. '. ..... 
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though t I, for Fleet Stre et, too famous Stree t of Ink , was anoth er 
name ~hich interested me vnst ly . We cros sed th e Euston Road and turned 
le ft in one l ong l in e. I l ooked up at a stre e t sign, and th er e met rrry 
gaze - "Greys Inn Road"! ' Gee' sai d I, 'thi s is a good start •, for 
her e I was in t he magic stre et . I l ooked about me as we traversed i t s 
l ong length , I don I t know whether I half expected to soc Maxwell 
Scott ' s famous character, or Nipper , coer ge from one of t re houses , 
but I s aw no sign of th em. Meybe it was t oo ear l y in th e morning, or 
perhap s t hey were away in some di stan t l end chasing a "Mnrk Rymer", 
or a "Chief of th e Ring . " 

Actual l y this road lihich l eads into Holborn is an unpreten t ious 
sort of thoroughfare, a conel CJlleretion of "1odest houses , undi gni f iod 
shops and commercial pren iscs , !!l'ld hardly t he pl ace in which to find 
th o home of a groa t de tec t i ve, I have walked it s l ength many a time 
since , but never with th e same t hrill I got th at s ummer morning jus t 
over 30 years ago, for as we continued our way along Chancery Lane 
and in to Fl eet Str eet I was seyine to myself 11' ve seen the stre et in 
which Nel son Lee i s supposed to liv e,• and if I had seen not hing else 
in London tha t day (nctual l y I snw a grea t deal) I should have t hought 
my j ourney wort hwhile , such1"'.'.e t he impression Maxwell Scott' s detective 
of fi ct ion had made upon me, 

However, having l et th e f or egoing serv e as an in tr oduction, I 
will now endeavour t o describ e sorao of t he events of his long career , 
and give detai l s of soao of th o sto ri es ho appen.red in, far I nm 
afraid 1 t will not be possib l e to find thera all , 

Nelson Lee, t hen , was t he onl y detective in b oys ' journalism 
to really rival Sexton Bl ake; scores of ot hers , such as Royston 
Gower , Stanley Dare , Kenyon Ford, Gordon Fox, Dixon Bret t and Martin 
Dale , t ook th e stage for a tine , and ttien passed into obl ivi on , But 
Blake and Lee lived on through thr ee decades or more, and whilst Martin 
Scott, at l east , to l d of ttie adventure s of Nelson lee he was greater 
th en his rival of Baker Stree t. 

Sexton Bl ake was first on th e scene , but only by a few months , 
for he made his entr anc e in March 1894, in No. 2 UNION JACK, whil st 
Nel son Lee fo ll owed in a s tory enti t led "Nel son Lee , Detect ive" in 
t he MARVEL 31 Oct ober of t he same year, Thi s would be about No, 50 
of th e MARVEL.• 

(*I t is of course, now well known that Sext on Blak e ' s first appear
ance was in id, MARVEL No. 6 dated 20th December 1893, under t he 
t i t le of "The Missing Millionaire" - writt en by Harry Blyth, L,P, ) 
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I have before re No. 71 PLUCK 27th Nove!!lber, 1896. '!'his, also, 

is entitled "llel son 'Lee, Detec ti ve" and it is probablt it was a reprint 
of th e MARVEL story, for tho plot is laid in 1894, and Maxwell Scott vas 
tlSU8lly right up-to-dat e with his stories. At the em of this story it 
refers to it as The Clu e of th e Dead Man's Rand. It appeared to be a 
more descrip t ive title for t he s tory, but l!la,ybc soce careful edi tor 
t hought it would appear t oo "pcruiy dreadfulliah!" Anottler sto ry, "The 
Further Adventures of Nelson Lee" appeared in a l ater issue of the 
MARVEL. 

"A Chrisbnas Mystery" was one of the two stories b PLUCK Chri s t= Double Number 1897. There may have been oth ers, but I hsve been un
abl e to trac e th e!!l. One or two also appeared in tho lator issues of 
tho ¥· BOYS' FRIE?ID. It was not until the BOYS' FfilE?ID became a penny 
however , that Nelson Loe really settled down. 

When this first issue appeared upon the bookstalls on th e norning 
of Wednesday , June 15th, 19011 the front P"8" displayed a thrilling 
scene from "Birds of Prey'', the first of very many serials of Nel son 
Leo by Maxwell Scott, ot herwise Dr. John W. Staniforth of Hindervell, 
Whitby. It was t o be followed by a grea t i:,any others , in an al.most 
continuous streac , in one or othe r of til e oompanion papers for more 
than ten years. In my opinion Maxwell Scott never wrote better than 
his first one tolling of hi s favourite detective ' s battle with the 
"Order of the Ring." Sinc e t hat first issue saw the light of day, I 
don't tldnk I ever sav it again until a f ew days ego when , as has 
happened on several occasions vi th others of the old papers since l 
began to record t hese "memor ies ", I had tti e thrill of seeing it again . 
Not so very l ong ego I should have t hoUBht the chances of this 
heppeni.!]8 as being a mill ion to one , yet here it was along with othe r 
issues of those loog--distant days, and as I turned the pages of that 
No. 1 there flilshed through my mind a moraory, a mournful memory, of llll 
incident concerning it a few days afte r it was publiahed in those far
off schoolboy do,.vs in 1901. I think it i s of sufficient intere st to 
record hero for t he perusal of th ose who were also boys when tho 
twenthieth cmtury was so very young, f or some of U>em may say "Oh 
yes, smething like that happened to . me, too." 

To be continued. 

* * • * • • • * • 
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OLD BOY:/ BOOJ< CLUB 
Neetl ng hel d JU1Y 26th, 39{,() 

Af t.er an absenc e ot three <:r t our months , we M?re glad to welcoae bact Tom Port er . 

An added pl eaaure wu the re--appearance or old stalwarts In Jack Bel ltl eld Md Toe Seith . 

1bt ch.rlge over to TuesdaYs bad soce results , t.l>cqh cuch dla ecpotnUEnt was f elt that 
others h:d not seen ru. to mke use or t he chflnge. I.not.her welcor.J? r.2tt>tr wa, Joe 
Harston . There were three tr tour absent on aMual holi day, but with u,o row- alreadr 
CX!ntloned , Noman Gregory , lflOH , Bel")"l Porter , Madge an;t Jack Corbe tt, George C!!etho.o 

and Ted Devey, "° were able to fi eld a full •eteven• , 
The Heett na was ratn r late gett ing W"dcr ,rey but we code a gocd st.art by si t.t ins 

back t o hem- George Cbat hru::l' s li s t or boob he wc.1ld tak e on his desert Isl e. Hta e ight 

seleettons were actunll.y e ight.I sets or books . r trs t set lnclOOed ~bl!nt.oci or the Towers,• 
• ni e Secre t ot th e Hollda:Y Annu&l' ' The Creyt rl3Z"S Hikers• all s .o .u . second ae t 

•The Freak' Geo 119} wtth ' The Or-eat Bat "1S tel7"' Hagnet ~ . ror the thi rd set George 
turned to hl s other hobby ( or ona ot them) narrow gauge rallM'.O's . A thri lle r by Ra.ytlOlld 

Ch.ln:tl cr •rurewell t'O' Love~ woul d bp t our th choice . N\.ltber rt ve JtOUld be • A. Certain 

Snub ' by Francoise Sagan , Bet,- fond or Beverley tllcholls' writing he would take •A 

Thatched Root• tor th e s i xth choice . Coc trw io Ute seventh selec t ion Cecrge did not 
forgot one ot his or.ber hobbl es .. so he lt sted 1 Flld by Roger Nanvell . To ftlnd up thire 

was the Ctissells books •;uru s or Roobocxl'. 
nacre NU no quiz tonight, Instead wie hoo a couple or word race s PN;>ared by Too 

Por ter , ni.es e kept t he a1mbers busy ttll the lnternl dUrlng l'l\lch the ltbrary cam 
Into opera ti on again al t er en absence or o ainth or so . TheN! was t he usual r otn e and 

a t cr tha t a reading by TOl:I Por ter . 

~ 

Pth Aµsis t , 1260 ot 239 HYde Pru;. R900. 

HAAAf Moomt - Sccrct lll'7 . 

In sp i t.a or ui e ra in rctghteen ma>ers were presen t ID.:llltt~ our rer u1ar and 

popul ar vtsU .or, Roeer J enk in.,. We realty shall have to apo logise to Roger tor the bod 
"' at her we seem t o have proTlded hie on his last rew vtstt i. 

Busi ness "as sooo dealt with , af ter which Gen-y Allison r ead out a l t tter rec ei ved 

rro= Herbert ' s son . Reyt:r.)00 Leekenby. In hlS l et ter R.ftY'm)rd J.lld hEi fflshe!d to Uw.nk an 
ccebcrs of UlC o. e. s.c. tor all th o pleasure Md enJOYtrnt th ei r oocttne, , l e tters ord. 

tr tendshlps had given Herbert over the years . It ,es decid ed to Invi te Rqo:ind to be an 
hono~ crc:ber or tbc Nor thern 8ectto n. 

The fourth lrm:~ t or 'fl>e Boy without a Nare• w.,.s read by our ~s t tor the 

evening , arr:t we were l eft nt the point 'lllhere Clan ,es d i scovered In hi s s tudy , lnsens· 
Ible and tbe place reek l~ of "11sty. 

Aft er re rrcslu:Jents , £l ste Palcer go'l'e UJ our r 1rst quiz ot the even If¥! • sooe ot 
Ule quos tl on.1 being Lat in and Creek quota t ion, used by Cht\rlea HOJ:lllton. I ez:i afr a id 
IOClB or our transl ations ..ere N'\Dt e ight be ezpected trom Bunter. Georr Wllde eon us 
the teco nd and thi s "3.1 DJCh east er .. not ,o cany easp.s each ttce a questi on "as asked. 

By tbts tl CI! It 'll'3S boll past nine lni when t he points were tott«I up we rouno 
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Roger was the wtm er. As be pro't'tde<t th e tt nst bolt ot th e even ings ent.erta JJllll(!nt, 1\ 
seecied fttth )i end to mother enJ01'abl e ceettng. 

Qutte a OOC'f!lJ', Jolly , an:! happy C"eeting .o.t East ~w tcb on Suroq, August 218~ 
the thre e Packtms were ldeal hosts, end provlGed a w r-1 fine spreed . A warm 'fOW ot 
tlLsnks to thee was the r esult or a proposal t f'OCil Don Wetdter. 

J.oongst th ose attending were Jt lllcy' l ra.ld l of New Tcrt. Md Sq Ropltns from 
Seattl e. Rober t I Blll ' Sto ry of Totonto onJ.y Jun missed the rreett~ bJ a da)', wh11st 
brother aob also ctssed the occasion - he Is at ~sen t searc hing rcr the Rio Ktd In 
Cal if orn ia. The cnJoy:lble tt em or th e ue tt ng were a sherl ock Bol1De.9"'Clreytrlors quiz, 
prepored spec lall.J ro.r Jt m.:v Iroldl ; a ti ne •Ooilm you Go• QUIZ by otr Er ic Fayne • be 
pNscnted th e winners with tine sOUTE:nt rs with the usual •ltty reparte e : Don WebSter's 
1 Nattont, 1tt1 es• qutz: Roger Jenkins ' ' Hlrt>ers• quiz , plo., a reeding from a FebNllJ'f 
1926 •U,Jon Jack • [)(;t cc tlv e SupplemEnt. These item were grea tl.J' enJ o,ed and wlUl &be 
gocd news th at the Hru.,llt ,;ml an se c ti on or our li brary ha.a on r 1100 books and th.lt 
there was n go(X! prcgr~ arrnn ged tor th e next l!leetlng on SUMECY I Scptf!l!Der 18t.h, 
provis i onal venue bel ~ ot Bob 81,Tthe•s Neasde n address , Re Indulged In th e uaue.1 
convc:rsatl cns ere we a ll went Mppt).y hcrie. 

ltlCLE BD<JAl11N 

AW'@t HeeUng 

Th e August holtd/:G'S t>lDYecl IU P8l' t ln Nd\1:,1~ the attendaoee to a mtn lo.u:i. 
Thi s ls t o be ree;reu.ed o., the D'211t>ers Who tw-ned up hm a cx,st onJayet:,18 eventng. 

Tbc prograr:rie topened with a l engtby discuss ion on th e entri es ror the Creyrrt81'8 
CUp Coq>et ltt on. nie bas i c pl oys or all three s t ories have been written. Crtttct sm 
an:1 suggested lq, ro vc i:ient:; were code t o enabl e the budding 811th::>n to perrec t th ei r 
-1<. 

As soon as tea 8M. lt br BJ"Y t>us tness were over we se ttled doNl t.o Don Webster •s 
qui z . 1bl s wa.s a le tt er buUdlng errort based on t he Haoll t ~n and Brooks ' sch ools. 
Th.is ,os won by f r r..nk Case ,tio was well In tonn thi s evening. 

~ next oe et Ing - when we e.xpect a run house wl t h the hol lda.Y season OTer - t.o 
be not trl ecl to till oedlers by post. 

NORHAH PR.ACtE..L - Secretary. 

Al§ TR/.LIA 

On 'n'Wrsdo.Y, Au ust 18th, S:la:bers had tbe pl ea.sore of welcoming a vlslt l~ 
coll ec t or rrom Vlc t.orta , Nr. Tom Dobsm, who w.is bolt dtlf lng 1n Sydne1. Int offlAl lt.7 
wos til e keynot e or the even tna ~ art.e r an excell ent dinner .. cieat>ers set tl ed down to 
hear abc.ct. t!r. Dobson's un ique co ll ec ti on . Anotber Ell1l!t>er., Nr. Holland, had sen t 
a long a t rave l tr4R'lZl ne cont 3 ln l~ M excelle nt magn:. lne cont 31nlng an exce ll ent re
iroctuc U on ot •'fbe Sha.Tllles• l'llhlch showed the home or the c . o. - nor. onl1 was t h ts ot 
grea r. intere st t o all preson r. but Ir. mmkened hnppy aeoor t es ror t1r. Dobson who hBd 
had the ple~ure or meting Herb@r t tn 1954. OUr vis i tor had bro~ Blong some 
rat.her unusual boob f rom his coll ect ion 800 Ulc.se 11ere P3Ssed ~ tor peru!.Ol 
( ano return.) 

nie usuBJ. welcome bat.ch or l e t ters rroo avers @as bad been increased bf t.1':> lrcc 
Canada. 

tleat>ers were pleased to henr f rom BJl l Clander and Te:r Rickard and tlwlk them fer 
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good wtshes ext ~ndtd to the club . u usual the •Newsl e tter and Fonh(lnl ' 'llltllch do so J:U:h 

to keep us ln tCJJCh witb our rrt ends oversena , ..ere shared a.round and dtscu .uoo. 
The Cha t l'fMl'I, Syd Sey 't h , then gave t he vu•y 1tcl c ome news t ha t t as ue No, 2 o r t ~ 

club ~az t ne Is In Ulti Mnds or t~ prt nters , so will be ovollable by the ttoe thts 

report oppoars tn the c.o . It onyone ts l ooking t oMlal'd wit h keen snttct pat lon , to thta 
nw:ber af t er hP tng enJoYtd th e crlgtnal tasue , 1 C3't assure th em th at t hey will not be 

di sa ppo i n t ed , .In eice llm t cover d.r.1Wlng ot a well knc,n pco:raonal1t7 r,y a re.o::,u.s artllt 

g t .es O Pf'C)Qist nc tntrodcutt on 'ftltch ts a>re than t uU lll ed with outs t.am tng u t tcl u by 

tr . H. w. Twit'mn o.,xt Hr. Se.lJlllaYS. Those "' o wOUld like to ob t n t n o copy my do so by for

'l'llU"(ltng an l. H.O. tor IJ- (E'.n&lt sh) t o s . ~ , 1 Brandon St ro ot, Clovell.Y, N.s .w. 
Hr . Dobson was 01.r tt rs t v isitor and we hope we will have the pl eas ur e or wctco11t~ 

hl o ago.In and extend o sincere Invit atio n to any oUtcr coll ce tcr Mlo my •tat t Sydney s t 

some ru ture eta tc .. 
PETE PAT£ - Secretary. 

* • * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * 

l)ours Sincer e ly 
9t m ~~~1~ ~~e~;~~ o~ ~°'f1~ ~:~~! g; ~=~ n~tw ~nnbe!~sue 
publi shed ns a pa:>orbnck novel by Brown, Watson Ltd ., a t 21- under t he tttl c or ' tlln:t cr 
at th o Red Cockato o" . i:vc[')"tb t ng In the story Is the s!e& ucei, t t t.! nllOCs ot the t tre c 
choroctcrs - s exto n Blak e , Ttnkcr and 8upcr 1ntement. Venner. 

PP:! TCH.n e ~ (Burr.en-on-Trent ) Eo.stly t he best or Che later Blue CoTcr Ctte are UM 

Valentin e OUtl'a.CI stor tu , bUt W\1 ..asn•t the t al c ner re- pr tnted abou t l'IOlf he ~ bcCk 
(Chrlsti:IOS 1917 ), and Levi son atoned tor ht s eoodlsh behavt our7 At this period , to o mlY' 

characte r s cluttered t ill s t.3.Be, o.nd I BID sure t M t Charl es Hac ll t on , tn his pos t.1 or 
stOl'l es , hJS been wtse ln cl earing out u-.e •dead wooo.• Perhap s t t •s nacrll ege to ss:, so , 
bUt th ere was , I think , to o cuc.h Qbout Talb ot a t t~ t tt ce . 

("nle o:'ltast on or ' Shad°" ot th e Pnst•, the OUtr ao s tory , t roa the re-pr ints was 

probti> lY due to cu:ttle<! th inking in tM C<s:I ed1t.orl.U o ttt ce o.t that th:e ... C>. ) 

~li ~ ~iTt!~~:1:=:>n ~~!':n:1~~~~ 8
o~r 1~t~:~ o~ ~:"e!!~!~°:s;:1• 

tho ltt.erary ehar.lCtcr ,re pictured In our mlnd.9 when read ing of hls e!M:ap.'.ldea tn the 
ltlgn et. l was tr\ w ont reed er or the Hmtlton papers t ro o abou t 1927 till 19}}, but , on 

te ov t ng scho ol , no dvUbt like Q)t'I)' othen: , a, t nteru t wooed. l a.ci new tnduvo urirg to 

pick u;, the thNod 1 agai n an1 hope to butld up a 11~ once mre . 
Conttnued sueces .s t o the Digest. Hay i ts c trcu1a t.1on rtw. l that or the f'\!.gnet am 

oem tn ~tr heyCLay - Md C8Y' tts tt te be even 1onser . 

J.u:g w, (X)(lll( (WEl:'lbley) Wlt h references t~ r.he U"t icl e tlbout. t he Dte.est•s Jul.y covP.r . 1 

cannot urnerst4nd Robert Bl.Jl,he1 1 opt.nton t h.1t thl t series ,ms obscW"C. 'l'hat too sertes 
Js •hlrdl.y centlonedl ts sureJ.y not due to lack or popularl ty s ince ms t or the Lee tal u 

NJuld have sutt eNd like rat e "'" It. not Ulat ,coebody ta.tee the t lt:8 to contribute to tb t 

Net.son Lee Colu::rt. 
Tbe Je rry Dodd sto ry Is a very pl au.slbl e accoun t or a ti ne cr i ckete r trom another 

l and, and It Br ooks Introduc ed an exotic fl avour to hl s exc tt1118 dl:.21, he ~ not 

depart. Ins tra, hi s usu.el t a'U.ll a ot gtvt ng us such excell ent Ut era t tre . E.A. B.• s explan
ati on tol'lll"dl tht end or the s er lea 111.1st r ank e., one of t he cheeckles t ever appended u 
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lbtNomatorlbt-t. . . 

• 1, - tadood a,111~ lbat · lob IIU\III Nloc\111 lllla por~lalll .. IIOl'I .. ror • .,_ 
lll>lotntlm, - u., It i. ..,. 111a, ~ Illa \OJ11:11a . .... a dlpl
Ol>lnlCll, llat. lob lu - 10 - &<Hiil r<r Ibo LN ID lbt '!*I' , tar .. , 111 lo 1111 
r _ _. or ,111 lei.Ion Loe Col., • Uiat I llboll 11- :·r_;;..111 Illa, no ·acor - Ill 
""- ,- pn111ns 111e. 1ei.oo 1.oe·Llbral'J. • • 

, (!Ill Nltolton ot lbt .COftl' - .., editorial <11Cri1111, tad 1, btd ~ ID · 
·- or ltUtH or pnttt. 1t-• . Blylba - tOfl\111 '° .-, ca lbt ttrJu t,lla 
olllld lo •Ind, n1 kln!l7 ~ lo do tO, lob 11. atrtot1C11, r,r lllo Lot Ol!I IIOftZ' bl 
ID -tlon, ...i 1111 opinion ot ll!la l)ll'tlOUler 1er1u ,o ~ ,,_, i. nlOIIICt ct 

, Ill• tntesrll;J, -tlJ, • l4ft 1111 - ot 111o jtll!OI' 11 fln'J -Id ol ~-
1, - no'fllllt ot l!ob•s. • ED). . . 
Pl'ffl '9 (Entleld) w1il, l'taar,I to ,11a11ar Wt1111•1 -'" m 8.1.L. loo _., lllo 
0011r p JI 1lsnld, II 1a 111 ConiaplDo, ...i Ille ·""' .1111"'8 ot Ille taltllll or llll 
1lsnaturo ..., lii folntlJ dlet~lallod llq tlll l>ot- Idle, out wtlll Ille ~ 

IIIMl,:.,i::·- ...s awi, OCllll'O ·will~ t>o ploa-1 to 11111r' Ulit DIS<JII• 
a&I- ._,,11!1 pend11lon tor Ibo fllllln& or a 8tdOD Bl*" ,.,. ar)u .,... -
OOll>lttld f<r .... tlat ... _ P'le\'tw 1'1>1108'1- lad 1111 lil'ltllll -ldlllT or ., 
_.IOIII _._ ._,,, - 111e ti• lo flt, II'. 8* .. will nod- l>o &IT.Ins• 
fllll detan1 or Ille great ... ta lbt 1111ior1a1 eo1 .... ot Ille a.a . r:: . 

I woa1d lllte to 1111' llow IIICll I 111'N wllll 11', -,....i•a .- - Cbl -1lll' 
- - l>o!Jw.Ulld ID - ct 1111 •Df&UI, llNDlllollJ I llopt • all IN II bolas 
- """"8llolll llll -I•• It II -ttdll ---m --· -1D1J IIO _.. dtttlolllt 1o read, ...i, ..,., -1• ot a11, 1, otr- a& 1au1 • 1111r11 .,... 
nldtos .u ... per - · Yu, 111o tmllC' t,pt 1a a - IOad 1c11a. i.. r,mort . ... . . t, 
(We•re •1111 ,... all Ille ..,, II'. ~ • bat 1-eattd l'ltllln& m&w •- IDONaud 
prGdacU.OD -coata. - ED.) 

• fl:~ Ull<lerl *' I -" a ,;..lie, tar a - ..-i ""'' - • roi1iio-erto11•1 ,_ tolb ' Tall1t WIUI -field•• a&rlkla& -IDP or 
Ila& Pippin, aid 1111 -.,.1111 ,_,_ It woa1d l>o qal~ &OOd I tlllat. , IT _, 'Z1 
oq,lu .,.. - PNOI- IIU\ I ..id 1- 1')tJ -~ 11111!-'""7 , I • 

(A mgnlrtoenl 11"\lole 111 Otto 11o11Nr, on Youns Foia• \'.alt• ...i "'1N far J.Ullt 
r.oi,1t i. a re"""" or 1111, 1960 aua:,aui• 011111! AMW., - erllola la llluatr-
111 Ian paaeo ot pictures, llott lllat •• ;.,.... ...u, ~-· it-. Alli~ • 11>,i 

,l,..L.J!!ll3 (Aood>) I lllloolld llkl to 1e, ldr - I lbJ<t' reldln& 1111 Df&UC, md ... 
p1iiiiifTai wllll Ille °" 1.,...,. r l oot flll"llird 1o' lllo l>o&lmla& or - .- to -
lbat 1111 1D .icre. 
, at N~ (~) ....... 1111' - .. . 1111 oulbon DNl'lJ al- llintlOD HOaptd 

lc4r ... lnl broad.,..._? illi. ~· or oloQID& dlae>...-C ID t!JID, bl& 1, 
i. 1t111 tilt ~Dier klt a or omrrlott todq. 

(!Ill lloplt•• 'Loder'• Cor.flct c ... 1 ... ur 111 ot iata 19'6 oo,orlbod tilt ooano, 111 
•trtas - -· md Ibo ll'CIII dtplo\111 Illa ID ~. -- md rooll>lll ,,-ID&t, • ED.) ,.., 
llYl!l.lllWI IL1"'110D1> r ... - ._ •"' w1111 lbt ........,, c.o. ""'...,. 
~-Olloo, lllleoluttlf ~ wllll allnlOllw Itta . I - p,nlOlllal'll' 

- ~ wltll UM Nelll(ICI lM OO'hl", ODt ot 1:be bed nerg and lt wW Cir~~ -
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Nara Wll NMmbU" J1n7 Dodi:S. TH, 1be C.1). 1a lli&W'O'f"-wllb ..., , l ... ; .c> atCII" 
'lllo .,,_.. _11_ .. t•a aotna' io ., • ..,. •mot•, -11. - ,.... tcltt<ll'lol 11 
i..-tnc relllor coo rcno1- lmttcl, •1111 ......,, - ..,_ .... fl-1114 io •• ..s tt 
~ -·I -""'"4 lllfcnolt~. . . 

Ot•o wor1ti._ ID lbl - .all _.. .... , cloN It, u In. lonlell qlll .... U14. 
We'll "7 io ,... ll 11P &•bl&. All Ibo -· Oii' Jul1 tcl l -lol ......... ID .... -
8o lK- rz- .-..., .... _.. pll- wtGl It, 10 IBJ'l,o • Mt ........ - U 
•11 u Oii' Gblll1' -· • m:., · 
lfJ:" 1'1.l'ls1'"*'1 I -t • t ltu,.,.. m u&emtfl .. ot tbe ..i1er w,e, 

& YH .... ma •iw-otaatCllal• pr1aled IPPMl"IIIOI • It 1111 ,_ lint: 'WIN 
UNd 1:1na11>aut, lbl rNuU, 001111td .. i,. U>t fll7 ol tar 11- 1- ioo, aauld bt of a 
- .... '""'1<! ..., , .... llloQsllt r .. bt"'°" u. ... - of •11c-"°'*'· Cell\-., 
--- ~II IO lbl CJ> • 
.illlLIIID!BI! (BlJU>) fllo at<Dlard of a,e Dlp1 \ 11 WIT hl&h, an! tile - -llluatnUOftl 
iiiliiiioi"'ltqalt.o a lot. llon ll'CIClN ·on - old coaJc papen IIOllld 11111> t o.g i ft• 
11\Ut ..-1ei;r. 111tJ 11..,. - •, tor UloJ.,.. ,.. tlret lon, ID llll>t l'Nllt111. 
flit - 81* - - .. , -- · I do dllnlt - a-,.. hid to bt 
-- .ui.,, o11, • ara 11Tl111 ID a - -. ..S ·- ll1alDt ""'8ld - IC8 .......... wtlllU>oU•1o · . · , 

~ - (aoua, &fl' lot) I ... ....., - ot """' old lit.' Jla'a. - II • ...£o Cllt at. Jta•• •ccrl-. !bl c.D . .... Sia •Dklml ........- mn 
~ - \Ill Ol- ol ..... -. hJJ a ..... 10\t.or 4aJ tar• - ll -
111>• t - -, I llrit Ille ,._tlOfta rz-1111 Old_..• Ille C.D. -•t -
°""'lo\t wt- a& 1- - or - ot - I lOft lbl 11--1 .. _. 

~ (lolll>lOF) I wtlll ..-. - .... oau1d - a t• et .,. P,ollJ 
~- -1mt - Blott - io pit hlo alto. I dllllk a,e _..,. Blm 
It - or a N8'llM' - cm a,e 1- ot lmllll, - - colourNI creoH>D ot 
~ - - ... - Ooli..1, \lie'"'· -· I •• - or ... I\Ol'IH ot tllt 
- Blm, ..s - a P&l'tloular lllLIIW ror IIIKID ~· nartoa, aldl lllltr OOClllt 
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"IIP PQ1UU JUBIIA"' 

!be illustraticn en the contze J>8888 is a speci-. 
ot tbs won: ot Leonard Sb:l.elds, '1'be Wuatratim 
ia taken from "Up far 1hl Jubilee • · - the obaDliDg 
story 1n the Magnet ot late !lay, 19'5. 
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